
Checklist for Outdoor Classrooms Project 

Creating an outdoor classroom can be an exciting and rewarding project! Here's a 
comprehensive checklist to guide you through the process:


1. **Project Planning:** 
   - Define the objectives and goals of the outdoor classroom.

   - Determine the location for the outdoor classroom.

   - Obtain necessary permissions or permits from relevant authorities.

   - Establish a budget for the project.

   - Develop a timeline for the project from start to finish.


2. **Design and Layout:** 
   - Consult with educators, landscape architects, and other stakeholders for input on 
design.

   - Sketch out a layout for the outdoor classroom, considering factors such as seating, 
pathways, shade, and accessibility.

   - Choose appropriate materials for construction, considering durability and 
sustainability.

   - Incorporate elements such as chalkboards, whiteboards, or other teaching aids.


3. **Safety and Accessibility:** 
   - Ensure compliance with safety regulations and codes.

   - Provide adequate signage for emergency procedures and rules.

   - Make sure pathways and seating areas are accessible to all students, including 
those with disabilities.


4. **Environmental Considerations:** 
   - Assess the impact of the outdoor classroom on the surrounding environment.

   - Choose native plants for landscaping to promote biodiversity and sustainability.

   - Implement measures for water conservation and management.

   - Consider incorporating features such as rain gardens or composting bins.


5. **Infrastructure and Amenities:** 
   - Install seating such as benches, log circles, or outdoor tables.

   - Provide shade structures such as umbrellas, pergolas, or shade sails.

   - Include storage for teaching materials, tools, and equipment.

   - Install appropriate lighting for use during darker hours if the outdoor classroom will 
be used in the evenings or during winter months.


6. **Educational Features:** 
   - Integrate teaching tools such as observation stations, weather stations, or bird 
feeders.

   - Incorporate elements for hands-on learning, such as raised garden beds or nature 
trails.




   - Consider including a designated area for outdoor experiments or art projects.


7. **Community Engagement:** 
   - Involve students, teachers, parents, and community members in the planning and 
construction process.

   - Seek donations or sponsorships from local businesses or organizations.

   - Plan for regular maintenance and upkeep, and consider forming a volunteer group 
to assist with these tasks.


8. **Evaluation and Feedback:** 
   - Regularly assess the effectiveness of the outdoor classroom in meeting its 
educational objectives.

   - Gather feedback from teachers, students, and other users to identify areas for 
improvement.

   - Make adjustments as needed to optimize the outdoor learning experience.


9. **Documentation and Promotion:** 
   - Document the process of planning, constructing, and using the outdoor classroom 
through photos, videos, or written reports.

   - Share success stories and lessons learned with other schools or organizations to 
inspire similar projects.

   - Promote the outdoor classroom within the school community and beyond to 
maximize its impact.


By following this checklist, you can ensure that your outdoor classroom project is well-
planned, executed, and sustainable for years to come.


